
    

 

 

  

   

   

 

   

 

     

 

  

 

PPrince rince  WWilliam illiam  CCountv ounty  PPublic ublic  SSchools chools  HHuman uman aand nd SSex ex  Traffickinl!'. Trafficking  IniInitiative tiative  

Prince William County Public Schools (PWCS), Office of Student Services has received grants since 2012 to educate staff, 

parents, and students about Human Trafficking. Previous grants were provided by the Potomac Health Foundation and 

the Department of Criminal Justice Services (DCJS).  This program is no longer receiving grant funding and is fully 

sustainable.  A permanent Human Trafficking Prevention Specialist position was funded through the school division 

budget beginning in 2018. This program fulfills the requirements of Virginia Codes § 22.1-16.5, § 63.2-214.3, and § 22.1-

207.1:1. 

Prince William County Public Schools was included in creating the statewide training guidelines for human trafficking 

with the Virginia Department of Education (VDOE). We were also asked by the Virginia State Crime Commission to speak 

to the Virginia State Delegates in closed session about human trafficking within Virginia. These opportunities were an 

honor for our program and supported the development of 8 new human trafficking bills. In March 2019, 7 of those bills 

were passed into law by the Governor. 

PhPhase ase 11: : AwAwareness areness  

What is  Human Trafficking?  Trafficking is about control and exploitation. Traffickers utilize force, fraud or coercion to  

place victims into forced labor services or commercial sex. Their goal is to create a climate of fear  to  control their  

victims.  

What is  happening locally?  Northern VA is a target for Domestic Minor Sex Trafficking (DMST) due to its close proximity 

to Washington D.C. and Baltimore, high tourism, transient government employees, migrant workers and large military 

presence.   

Since the inception of the Human Trafficking Prevention program run  by Prince William County  Public Schools, there 

have been  934  students  who have requested to meet individually with the school-based social worker after participating  

in the prevention lesson.   There is an average  of  30%  of students who were sexually assaulted, groomed, or were victims  

of trafficking out of the students who have come forward. In addition, there is an average of 15% of students  who come 

forward to ask additional questions about the topic.  We have case managed over  238  student victims who have been 

identified through this program.  

Since 2017, we have seen a sharp increase in the severity of the cases that are being referred to our program. The age of  

the students being identified have also become younger. We are now regularly identifying 6th-7th  grade students whose 

cases are confirmed trafficking situations. Staff education on trafficking has been vital to  identifying these students.  

PhPhase ase 22· : PrevPrevention ention  

Why educate students, staff,  and  parents?  Young people are often targeted on-line through social media and on-line 

gaming by traffickers.  These traffickers take time to develop relationships with these young people through a grooming  

process and then later manipulate them to engage in commercial sexual exploitation.   This project assists in  identifying  

students who may have been approached or  involved in trafficking that would benefit from  supportive services.    

How are  we going to educate?  Social workers  and PE Teachers  work collaboratively in  the Health and PE classes to teach 

a lesson on Human Trafficking, focusing on labor and sex trafficking. Staff throughout Prince William County Schools and  
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community members are being trained on how to identify the potential warning signs of trafficking.  Parent education is 

also provided as schools request it.  

What will they present? The dangers and coercive tactics used by human traffickers so students can protect themselves. 

Students will learn how to get help if someone they know is involved. 

When and where does the presentation occur? The program is presented to 9th grade students in all 12 high schools in 

the Prince William County Public School Division. 

Then What? If student victims are identified, they will be seen in a confidential setting by a school social worker who will 

provide screening within 24 hours of the presentation. Appropriate contacts will be made to include parents, law 

enforcement and child protective services. The cases will be case managed by the Human Trafficking Prevention 

Specialist who will work cooperatively with community agencies to provide health care, counseling, and psychosocial 

group support. All will be provided in a confidential manner. 

Free therapeutic and health care supports will be available through specially trained professionals and will be utilized 

depending on the individual needs of the student. 

A PSA has been produced and shown at movie theatres in Prince William County prior to each PG, PG-13, and R-Rated 

movie during summer break. Hotline information is provided to students during the presentation. 

In addition, Prince William County Public Schools purchased an app called the Circle of 6 U and had it personalized for 

the school division. This is a safety app that allows students to program 6 people whom they trust and sends out 

programmed messages to those people if the student finds themselves in an uncomfortable or potentially dangerous 

situation. The app allows students to ask for a ride home (with GPS map of their location attached), ask for an 

interruption via telephone, or text message their entire group. 

The Circle of 6 U app was officially released during the 2015-2016 school year and is currently available via the App Store 

and Google Play Store by searching for “Circle of 6 U”. It is advertised within the high schools and in other community 

areas that serve high school aged students. 

A parent information video was developed and released during the 2015-2016 school year. It is available on the PWCS 

website. 

Please contact Mary Ellen Smith, Human Trafficking Prevention Specialist at (703) 791–7363 or smithme@pwcs.edu for 

further information. 
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